House Education Committee
Informational Meeting

H.R. 987 of 2010
Pennsylvania School Library Study:
Analysis & Recommendations

il e 2 i il

E'
i
i

Remarks of Mary K. Biagini

Associate Professor & Director, School Library
Certification Program, University of Pittsburgh
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Mary K. Biagini
Academic & Professional Experience

= University of Pittsburgh, Tenured Associate
Professor & Director, School Library
Certification Program

= Kent State University, Tenured Assistant
Professor & Director, School Library Program

= Akron (OH) Public Schools, Librarian and
English teacher

= Education:
= PhD, University of Pittsburgh
= MLS, Kent State University
= BS, California University of Pennsylvania
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PA School Library Study: My
Responsibilities

Contracted by the PA State Board of
Education to:

= Analyze survey data and draft findings;
= Draft potential recommendations;

= Gather opinions at 3 public roundtable
meetings; and

= Present final Sfudy and recommendations
to State Board for approval.
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House Resolution
987 of 2010

Urges the State Board of Education to
conduct a study of the Commonwealth’s
public school library services for students in
kindergarten through grade 12:

: fo print
and electronic resources, professional
support and instruction in the use of

| information and research . . . and
S : are
GRSED allocated for school library services in
relation o student and community
circumstances.

Ph %Ioof‘/;«l//ww?_ 9:40(?_



Overview of Study 1o
Comply with Resolution 987

o Pennsylvania School Librarians
Association and PA
Department of Education
worked together on
conducted in April/May 2011.

o PDE sent request fo complete survey ; |
via to chief school e
administrators in 500 school districts,
141 charter schools and 14 Career
and Technical Centers.

i o e wid - ecing
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A Benchmarking Study

Represents z
in Pennsylvania public |
| schools: |
|

| . represent 2010-11

school year;

= Study results are useful for
and comparison with
future years.
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Types of Schools in Sfudy

o School District Schools

o Comprehensive Career and Technical
Centers (CITSs)

o Charter Schools

Administrative Unit Number (AUN) for each
school district and charter school and four-digit
code for each school were verified to determine
which schools participated in the Study.
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j Responses
|
Demographics No. & 7% Responses |
0 500 School Districts o 389 Districts (78%) |
02,970 Schools o 2,180 Schools (73%)

o 14 Comprehensive 0o 2 CTCs* (14%)
o 141 Charter Schools ¢ 22 Charters (16%)

(*Resurveyed later with
100% participation)
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j How representfafive were f
~ parficipating school districtse
i The |
represented: |
o of PA (Determined |
by which districts in each of 29 Intermediate i
i Units participated)

communities

o from Making
AYP to Warning and Corrective Action.
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What about districts that
didn’t participatee¢

The that
didn’t participate represented:

0

o Range of
communities.

% from
Making AYP to Warning and
Corrective Action.
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How representative were grade
levels of schools participatinge

% School Grade Range: 1,336
(Includes K-8)

School Grade Range, 6-8: 320
Range, 9-12: 330

Percentages accurately represent the numbers
of PA schools in these grade ranges.
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Key FInding: Most Schools
Offer Students a Library

0 of schools (2,068) offer
students a library.

0 103 of 128 schools with no
lilbrary are in the School
District of Philadelphia.
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Key FInding: Libraries Need
These Building Blocks

or components of |
a library program:
o Staffing
o Information Literacy Curriculum
o Funding for Library Resources
o Resources: Print & Electronic
o Information Technology Infrastructure
o Student Access
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Why are these key
- components importante

| o In mulfiple

conducted in

’* researchers have demonstrated ’rho’r i
students in schools with

regardless of socio-economic
or educational levels of community.

(School Libraries Work! 2008)
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Key FInding: Students & Teachers
Need Full-fime Librarians

of libraries had school librarians
(1,972).

= Of these 1,972 librarians,
iIn the school library.

23% worked between 30-35 hours per
week.

25% worked between 11 and 29 hours per
week.
8% worked 10 or fewer hours per week.
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| Why do students & teachers |
need school librarianse

= Librarians are whose
content area in Pennsylvania is Library
Science, K-12, and who actively
to both students |
and teachers. E

= Librarians serve as N
their schools and teach teachers how in
integrate information technology.

= Librarians lead the school to
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What do librarians contribute to
teaching & learning?

|

—t : BENFIA TS SELTEEE SV

| o Librarians collaborate with feachers to |
help student learn by |

into the curriculum, academic i
content and B

o To accomplish this,

N
planning instruction, teaching students
and assessing how well students are
learning.
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emerged as the

of the library program at
all levels to

(Lance, 2012)

Pa %oéﬂiﬂw«/»y gm«ﬂl?_

Ao
: .

[ o "'G@’ PP
'l:.%‘i» - w?&’*‘gﬁ*’k% :
‘N

AR




j Key Finding: Librarians Need

Support Staff

|

0 of librarians have staff |
| support. |
g 0 of librarians have = staff support. |

o 55% of support staff work between 20-
39 hours per week.

0o 23% of support staff work between
10-19 hours per week.
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~ Why do librarians need

support staffe

o In busy school libraries,

—circulating and re-shelving
books, scheduling classes, taking attendance,
and even pushing chairs under tables at the
end of each period.

é
u
i
E.

o With aides,

that lead to student academic
success, feach teachers and students how to
use information technology, and encourage
independent reading.
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Key Finding: Librarians & Teachers
Don’'t Have Time to Collaborate

of librarians do not have a
with
teachers.

o Almost of librarians are able to
with teachers
each week.
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Key Finding: Librarians Teach
Information Literacy Skills

o A librarianis a
and an
with other
teachers.

o 58% of librarians spend between 6-21
hours per week teaching students
iInformation literacy skills.
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What Research Shows

= The more often students receive
from their librarians, the
higher their test scores in reading and writing.

(School Libraries Work! 2008)

= Librarians play a leading role in
for information

and pleasure and to develop a habit of
reading. Both administrators and teachers
value this role highly.

(Lance, 2012)
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j Key Finding: Libraries Lack Current
’ Information Literacy Curriculum

4 o Only of school libraries have o ﬂ

| Board-approved, K-12 information |

| iteracy curriculum that is less than five
years old.

o Need to infegrate
Info information literacy
curriculum.
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Key Finding: Elementary Libraries
Need Flexible Scheduling

—tn o Sl v 3 i il et

o - of elementary libraries used |
(I.e., assigned, fixed period

for each class to receive weekly |
| instruction). b

o Need for for classes
to use library when most appropriate
for learning, integrated with curriculum
and standards.
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What Research Shows

In schools where students have access to a
who collaborates

;
i
| i
5

, students
score higher on PSSA Reading and Writing
Tests.

with teachers and

(Lance, 2012)

Pa Sehool /;@'&m? 9@»0(?




J Key Finding: Funding for Library
| Resources Is Inadequate |

0 of districts provided funding of
per student for library resources.

% of districts provided funding of
| per student for library resources.

2011
recommend:

per elementary student;
per middle school student;
per high school student.
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What Research Shows
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o Students in schools where libraries |
| receive for resources 2
| score higher on PSSA Reading and

Writing Tests.

(Lance, 2012)



rlr’

Key Finding: Adequate & Current
Print Resources Are Necessary

= The size of almost of library
collections is between
volumes.

= Almost of libraries have collections
that are between |
per student. (1,000 students = 25,000 books;
500 students = 12,500 books)

L of libraries report average
of book collections within the
years, i.e., as old as 1987.
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- What Research Shows
; Students perform better on the PSSA E

Reading and Writing Tests in schools
where the library

(Lance. 2012.)
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Key Finding: Current Electronic
Resources Are Scarce

|
|
|
|

In addition to electronic resources
offered through POWER Library: |

= 479% had 5 or fewer
for students.

28% had no addifional licensed
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databases.
= /6% had no additional
= 1/% had no resources.
= 33% had no resources.
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Key Finding: Basic Information
Technology Infrastructure Is Available

Automated online catalog:

o 91% of libraries had an automated
catalog

o 69% of libraries had an automated
catalog from
home or other locations.
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Key Finding: Outdated Computin
Equipment Is Common

o 58% had between 1-39 computers

o More than 50% of libraries had computers
that are

o 15% of libraries had purchased/leased

o Only 3% of schools had
programs.
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What Research Shows

o At every grade level, students in schools
with
average higher test scores in reading and

writing on the American College Test.
(School Libraries Work! 2008)

|
E,
b

sk o Where link school
T libraries with classrooms, labs and other
instructional sites, students earn higher
PSSA Reading Test scores. (Lance. 2012)
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J Key FInding: Student Access to
| Library & Librarian Is Limited

R
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In half of the school libraries, students [
didn’t have access to the: |
; |
| t

because the librarian was serving
another school.

because it was not open.
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o After data was analyzed,
recommendations were
at three roundtable
meetings.

o Findings and recommendations were
to the State Board of
Education.

o State Board Study and
recommendations on September 21,
2011.
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in publicly funded PA
schools have access to a quality library
program that is:

% by a full-time, certified librarian to

collaborate with feachers and an aide;
0 throughout the school day;

% by an adequate collection of
current and useful print and electronic
resources; and

% with needed information
technology infrastructure.
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o Recommendations were
that would accrue
to students and teachers in PA publicly
funded schools.

o 6 recommendations were approved

Pl Sehrool Libransy Hndly




Recommendation 1

0 !
in the Office of |
Commonwealth Libraries and |
| with appropriate |

credentials.

o Status: Division and position
restoration approved by PDE, awaiting
Maintenance of Effort documentation
before filling position.
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Recommendation 2

o Spearhead a working committee of
PDE staff, school librarians and officers
of state professional associations to

based on

E'
i
i
e

o Status: Committee formed and
developing model curriculum for
Inclusion on SAS Portal by Oct. 2012
and fraining for librarians in 2012-13.
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. Recommendation 3

| % |
their school library program annually ;
| o Status: PSLA submitted 4 questions for |
| PIMS survey that were approved by
PDE but because of Act 25 of 2011

moratorium no questions can be
added aft this time.
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Recommendation 4

o Distribute
to all chief
administrative officers.

o Status: PDF of Guidelines mounted on
PDE website and link distributed.

Pl Sehrool Libransy Hndly




Recommendation 5

Provide specialized guidance and
assistance to school districts in

to access library
materials.

o Status: Sessions held for librarians at
2012 PSLA Conference.
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Recommendation 6

Provide specialized guidance and
assistance in

for students who are
English language learners.

o Status: Sessions held for librarians at
2012 PSLA Conference.
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Recommendations for
School Entities

o Assess adequacy of support for library.

o Implement an information literacy
curriculum.

o Consider movingtoa
o oo ue for elementary school
libraries.

o Assess the currency, usefulness and
scope of resources.

¢ Make open-source eBooks available.
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Recommendations for
School Entities

o Investigate sources of grant funding.
¢ Plan fund-raising activities.
o Plan district- & school-wide activities

for reading motivation.

o Consider using v oo to assist
librarians.
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A Goal for
| All Constituencies
Al PA students in public
~ schools have to
o
regardless of

whether they live in an
advantaged or a
disadvantaged community.
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Thank you f

o | appreciate this opportunity to review the
PA School Library Study findings and
recommendations with you. |

o | hope that all constituencies can work
together to assure that all PA students
have access to an adequate school
library.

o | welcome your questions and comments
about the Study. Please contact me if
you need further information.
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